
Material Religion of High Altitude Ecologies
MAVCOR Journal announces a call for papers for a special issue on high altitude material and 
visual cultures of religion. Guest edited by Amy Holmes-Tagchungdarpa and Kalzang Dorjee Bhutia in 
collaboration with MAVCOR Journal Editor Emily C. Floyd, this special issue invites scholars coming 
from diverse disciplines (religious studies, anthropology, archaeology, history of art, visual studies, etc) 
and working across a range of high altitude ecologies, from the Andes to the Himalayas and beyond, to 
FRQVLGHU�KRZ�WKH�VSHFL¿FLWLHV�RI�WKHVH�UHJLRQV�LPSDFW�PDWHULDO�DQG�YLVXDO�DVSHFWV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�SUDFWLFH��
Submissions might focus on contemporary religious practice or take a historical approach. Some of the 
questions we are interested in considering in this special issue include, but are not limited to:

��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�PRYH�EH\RQG�HQYLVLRQLQJ�PDWHULDO�UHOLJLRQ�DV�UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�WR�FRQFHSWXDOL]H�
HQYLURQPHQWV�WKHPVHOYHV��ERWK�HDUWKO\�DQG�PHWDSK\VLFDO��DV�PDWHULDO�IRUPV"

��+RZ�GR�KLJK�DOWLWXGH�HFRORJLHV�LPSDFW�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�RQWRORJLFDO�PDWHULDO�DQG�YLVXDO�FXOWXUHV"

��'RHV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�FHUWDLQ�W\SHV�RI�ODQGVFDSH��JODFLHUV��PRXQWDLQV��KLJK�SODLQ�GHVHUW��LQÀXHQFH�
PDWHULDO�H[SUHVVLRQ"

��'RHV�UHVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\�HQFRXUDJH�DVVLJQLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYH�IRUPV�RI�YDOXH�WR�PDWHULDOV"

��+RZ�DUH�YLVXDO�DQG�PDWHULDO�REMHFWV�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�SDUWLFXODU�PDWHULDOV��DQG�E\�WKH�
YDOXHV�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKHP"

��+RZ�GR�KLJK�DOWLWXGH�VSDFHV�FXOWLYDWH�RU�GLVUXSW�QHWZRUNV�RI�VKDUHG�IRUPV�RI�PDWHULDO�DQG�YLVXDO�
FXOWXUH"�+RZ�DUH�WKHVH�IRUPV�WUDQVPLWWHG�WKURXJK�WUDGH��SLOJULPDJH��DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�H[FKDQJH"

��:KHQ�KLJK�DOWLWXGH�HFRORJLHV�DUH�DQLPDWHG�DQG�GLYLQLWLHV�WKHPVHOYHV��KRZ�GRHV�WKLV�LPSDFW�WKH�
PDWHULDOLW\�RI�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ"

�+RZ�GRHV�PDWHULDOLW\�IDFLOLWDWH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DQG�WUDQVDFWLRQV�ZLWK�DQLPDWHG�KLJK�DOWLWXGH�
ODQGVFDSHV"

��+RZ�DUH�WKH�FKDQJHV�EHLQJ�ZURXJKW�E\�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�RWKHU�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�$QWKURSRFHQH�
OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�IRUPV�RI�PDWHULDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�DQG�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�QHZ�IRUPV"

$OWKRXJK�WKLV�FDOO�VSHFL¿FDOO\�ZHOFRPHV�VXEPLVVLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�KLJK�DOWLWXGH�HFRORJLHV��ZH�DOVR�LQYLWH�
connections with other work that links ecology, geography, and the transformation of religion. We request 
that submissions be received by email to mavcor@yale.edu by January 15, 2021 and envision organizing 
a submission exchange and virtual conversation among participants prior to joint publication. MAVCOR 
Journal accepts submissions in a variety of formats, from short Object Narratives to longer more 
traditional Essays, to image-focused Constellations and Collections. We are able to publish audio and 
video, including audio and video-only submissions. For more information see mavcor.yale.edu/mavcor-
journal/about
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