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“My worshiper continues to draw near to me... until I love him. When I love him, I become the 

ear with which he hears, the eye with which he sees, the hand with which he grasps, and the foot 

with which he walks.” - popular Hadıth. 

 

Examples across all religious traditions demonstrate that people have often imagined, 

understood, and described their religious experiences in terms of physical sensation. However, 

our modern scholarly categories of analysis seem better equipped to handle conceptual, rather 

than corporeal, discourses. As a result, the "tastes," "smells," "sounds," and "sights," of religious 

discussion and practice seems to be lost in the translation that constitutes the main work of 

scholarship in religious studies. 

 

This conference aims to foster innovative approaches to the corporeal dimensions of religious 

discourse and practice. It is our belief that retrieving and gaining a better understanding of the 

sensual dimensions of religion is a task that necessitates both the forging of new hermeneutical 

tools, and the questioning of established epistemological paradigms. With this in mind, It is our 

hope that these challenges will provide a point of departure for fruitful dialogue between scholars 

working on different traditions and employing different methodologies. 

 

We welcome papers from all sub-fields of religious studies, and the humanities. While 

focusing on historical or social contexts, submissions should address hermeneutical or theoretical 

problems surrounding sensory discourse. Possible topics would speak to issues such as: 

• relationships between text and body, text and image, text and the senses, or text and 

performance 

• materiality, corporeality, and cultivation of the body 

• art, aesthetics and visual cultures 

• the hermeneutics of sensory experience: signs, symbol, and metaphor 

• the relationship between tangible and imaginal spaces and places 

Papers should be no longer than 20 minutes in length. Abstract submissions should be 300-

400 words, include a title, and be attached to the e-mail as a separate word document. The e-mail 

should include name, institution, department, phone number, and e-mail address. The deadline for 

abstract submission is 1 February 2011. 

            Please send abstracts and queries to:        religionsenses@gmail.com 


